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TheRightAnswerin Tough Times




[Insert your letterhead]
[Insert date]
Dear [Insert business name or contact name at business]:

[Insert your coalition or agency name] is dedicated to improving the well-being of the community through improving the health of mothers and babies. In support of this goal, [insert your coalition or agency name] is hosting “Breastfeeding: The Right Answer in Tough Times,” Awareness Walk on August 13, 2009, at [enter location of walk]. Our walk is one of many similar events planned across California on this day. We need you and your organization to partner with us in sponsoring this event (i.e. volunteering time, helping with expenses and/or providing food or beverages for participants). 

How does a breastfeeding awareness walk benefit your organization?  When newborns and young children are healthy, a parent takes fewer sick days off from work, and dependent health care utilization is reduced.  Children who are not breastfed have higher rates of chronic health problems, illness and infections, such as: 

	· asthma
	· respiratory infections

	· allergies
	· gastrointestinal infections

	· obesity
	· ear infections

	· diabetes
	


In addition, mothers who have not breastfed have higher rates of:

	· breast  & ovarian cancer 

	· osteoporosis


Any of these illnesses in children or mothers increase costs to employers and add to the burden of an over-taxed health care system.

Join in the effort to increase community awareness of the risks of not breastfeeding by becoming a sponsor for the “Breastfeeding: The Right Answer in Tough Times” Awareness Walk. Please indicate your organization’s level of support on the attached form and mail or fax it to [insert your name and place of employment or breastfeeding coalition with fax and mailing address]
Yours truly,







